
LOOK UP!
& See the sanctuary from a new perspective

Our GREEN Canopy

the canopy of leaves  in the sanctuary 
is a vital living system that regulates 

the environment below, maintaining the 
perfect conditions for life to flourish 
here at andover. My art off to the right 

puts into perspective  our trees and 
aims to make the viewer feel smaller in 

comparison

Natural sun (abiotic) filter 
and energy factory

Filters the sun:  The dense layer of 
leaves and branches (biotic) blocks 
harsh direct sunlight, which is the 
primary energy source, creating a 

more stable environment 

Light niches:  the filtering effect 
creates a variety of light levels. 
This allows for many different 

plants to thrive from sun loving 
trees to shade dependent ferns on 
the sanctuary floor. This creates 

many  biodiverse microhabitats

Powers the ecosystem: the canopy 
is where the forests energy is 

produced through photosynthesis, 
a bottom up force, forming the base 

for the entire food web and 
dictating the amount of energy 

available for higher trophic levels

Temperature (abiotic) 

regulation
SHADE:  the canopy keeps the forest floor cool, 

preventing rapid temperature swings, protecting 
plants, animals, and insects from overheating. 

This also provides a nice area for humans to 
enjoy either physical or peaceful activities

Moisture:  the cooler temperature created by 
shade significantly reduces evaporation, helping 

the soil also retain moisture. This is a crucial 
abiotic factor shaping the distribution and 

activity of microorganisms

I encourage you to make your own water  
color with the nature you find here! Tag  

@agreenerblue  to share your work and  
#DrawnToEarth


